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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Welcome to the year 2012!! 
 

 

Its scary sometimes writing that.  Thinking of the years that brought us 
ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿΦ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ  
wonders God has in store for us on the road ahead! 
 

  New Years has always been a renewing holiday for me, a chance to look back at my life 
and ponder, while looking ahead at the same time in anticipation.  I think of what I have 
ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΧŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻƴ 
my road ahead. 
 

  It was New Years Day, some twenty-three years ago, that I decided to come out of my 
ǎƘŜƭƭΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƘȅΧōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ όƳȅ WǳƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭύ L  
decided to cut my hair, put my book away, and start talking and meeting and living!  It 
was a huge change for me!  And I change I never regretted.  When I graduated in a class 
ƻŦ орс ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άaƻǎǘ {Ƙȅ DǳȅΦέ  tǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻōƻŘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
years prior. 
 

 

  New Years gives me a good excuse to do some housecleaning and begin a change.  A 
change that will change life. 
 

   .ǳǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ 
Resolutions, few people talk about corporate change.  Changes that happen, not  
individually, but together.  As hard as it is for individuals to change, it is even harder for 
groups of people to change together.  It takes a movement of the Holy Spirit often to 
move a group from thinking one thing to thinking another.  And even then, someone is 
always left out. 
      

  IŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  ! ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  
bƻǿ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΧ 5ƻƴΩǘΗ  Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǳǇ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ    

  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ά5ǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ    

  This year, all year, you are going to see the same church devotional in the newsletter.  It 
will be printed and distributed with our Portals of Prayer and used at our Bible Studies.  It 
will even occasionally show up in church discussions, as perhaps an announcement piece, 
encouraging us to think deeper on this one passage of Scripture.  That one passage is 
from 1 Peter 3:13-18.  We encourage you to read it once, maybe twice, and then to  
consider the questions below it.  These questions will encourage you to think  about this 
passage and its meaning for you and your life.  Then pray the prayer at the end of the  
devotional and continue your study or your day.   1    
  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ƳǳŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
passage, compounded by the number of us reading and studying it, may lead us in  
directions we never thought possible or plausible now.  It may encourage us to reach out 
ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΦέ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǳǎΦ  Lǘ 
may pry our hearts open more to God and to our neighbors around us.  It may give us 
new lenses to see the world around us.  It may comfort us.   1    
  But whatever it does, this passage will do it to us together.  This little change in the way 
we start our Circles.  In the way we begin our Council meetings.  In the way we  
individually start our quiet time with God.  These little changes will add up to something 
big when compounded with the power of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
   

  {ƻΧ Ƨƻƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
we change our hearts together. 
 

 

 

In Christ, 
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January 2012 Worship Schedule 

8:30 AM  January 1* January 8 January 15* January 22 January 29 

Worship  
Deacon  

One Service 10am Sam Kahl Lisa Snyder Mark Guy 
One Service 

10am 

Lector    Bev Karstensen Jackie Righter Molly Guy  

Communion*  
Assistant  

   Kyle Burkholder   

Altar  
Ministry  

   Eileen Setti   

Counters    
Roger & Mary 

Conrad 

Ray & Linda  

Simmons 

Melissa Gramlich 

Roger & Mary 

Conrad 
 

Greeters    
Kyle 

Burkholder 
Kyle Burkholder Kyle Burkholder  

Ushers       Mark Guy & Gerry Bloom 

Communion is served the 1st & 3rd Sunday of every month at the 8:30am Service & the 2nd & 4th at the 11:00am Service. 

11:00 AM  January 1* January 8* January 15 January 22* January 29 

Worship  

Assistants  

One Service 10 am 

Roxanne Lastoria 

& Pam Connell 

Joel Christian 

Family 

*Ben Christian 

Larry & Marry  

Hanson 

Bruce Mathis & 

Penny Post-

Freeman 

*Jervon Hester 

One Service 

10am Stuart 

Johnson Family 

Acolyte  William D Dohle 
Rachel  

Christian 
Zack Rocke Maggie Mathis Timothy Johnson 

Counters  
Teri Chamberlain 

Sam Kahl 

Penny Post-

Freeman 

Alan & Cindy 

McLouth 

Jeff & Jana Stevens 

Bethany Kahl-

Anderson 

Sam Kahl 

Brian & Jodi 

Sharp 

Larry Hansen 

Scott & Cindy 

Lee 

Greeters  Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen 

 

Altar  

Flowers  

 

For Blessing 

Received 

Penny Post-

Freeman 

For Celebration 

of our two sons 

Glen & Mark 

Bill & Pat 

Gould 

To the Glory of God 

In Memory of  

Thado ñTedò Abegg 

on his Birthday 

January 17th  

 

 

In Celebration of  

Jeremy & Mary 

Birthdays 

Roger & Mary 

Conrad's 

 

In Memory of My 

Parents, 

Shirley Brownell 

 

ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:  If you cannot serve on the assigned date, you are responsible for finding a replacement 

and notifying the Church secretary no later than Thursday morning by 9:00 a.m. so the bulletin reflects the change. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Step #1: Readé 1 Peter 3:13-18 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 

blessed.  ñDo not fear their threats; do not be frightened.ò  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do 

this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  For it is better, if it is Godôs will, to suffer for doing 

good than for doing evil.  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 

to God. 

 

Step #2:  Ask Yourself and others... 

Did a specific passage stand out for you? 

What did it speak to you? 

What action could it lead to? 

 

Step #3: Pray 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that you sent your Son to suffer once for our sins.  Open our eyes to 

your Word made flesh, that we might discern through the Holy Spirit what is your good and preferred future 

for us at St. Paul Lutheran Church, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We encourage you to read this once, maybe twice, and then to consider the questions below it.  These  

questions will encourage you to think  about this passage and its meaning for you and your life.  Then pray the 

prayer at the end of the devotional and continue your study or your day. 

It may not seem like muché but the Holy Spirit works through Scripture and this one passage, compounded 

by the number of us reading and studying it, may lead us in directions we never thought possible or plausible 

now.  It may encourage us to reach out a little more with the ñhope that is within us.ò  It may challenge us and 

confront us.  It may pry our hearts open more to God and to our neighbors around us.  It may give us new 

lenses to see the world around us.  It may comfort us. 

But whatever it does, this passage will do it to us together.  This little change in the way we start our Circles.  

In the way we begin our Council meetings.  In the way we individually start our quiet time with God.  These 

little changes will add up to something big when compounded with the power of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

Soé join with me on this grand adventure as we explore what God can do with us when we change our hearts 

together. 
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Pastor Dohle 

December 19, 2011 Report 
 

 

 

 

 

Before the Reporté 

òWhen the Lord brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed.  Our 

mouths were filled with laughter and our tongues with songs of joy.ó  Psalm 126:1-2.  How have 

you responded to what God has done and continues to do amongst us here?  Is it with laughter 

and songs of joy?  Or has your response been more reserved? 

Iõm currentlyé 

Å Visiting every shut -in with a gift from the church and communion.  

Å Continuing the journey of study with our Sunday morning Bible studiers.  

Å Finishing our small Wednesday Advent study on the Journeys of Mary and Joseph.  

Å Finishing Advent services that have run each Wednesday.  

Å Recovering from a great turnout at our 4 th  ð 6th  grade Christmas Party Event.  

Å Along with Pastor Elise from Salem and Amie Hester, serving on the planning  

committee for our young adult ministry in this Conference.  

 

Soon I will beé 

Å Officiating at Christmas Servicesé One on Christmas Eve (7pm) and the other on 

Christmas Day (10am).  And one New Yearõs Day (10am). 

Å Preparing a sermon series on The Lordõs Prayer that will carry us through the season of 

Epiphany.  

Å Planning summer activities for our youthéboth the younger ones and the older ones. 

Å Preparing to take some vacation time the week after Christmas (Dec. 26 -31)ébut  

planning to be back into church on Jan. 1.  

Å Preparing to attend conference -wide Mission conference on January 15théand needing  

others to join.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       From Pastor, Amie & Marsha  
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December 19, 2011 Report 
 

 December brings us closer to the end of the year which always spawns an unending list of "year in  

review" articles and lists.  I found one such list that recounted new world records set in 2011. 

 There are world records for things I could not have thought of in a hundred years.  One new world  

record set in 2011 is how many coins you can balance on a dime.  Yep, how many coins can you put on one 

thin dime.  The record stands at 3,561 coins.  Quite impressive don't you think.  It took eight hours for a Mr. 

Matt Davis to stack 3,561 coins on top of one dime. 

 Does it really matter how many coins can be stacked on a dime?  Not really, but it is one of those little 

things that makes being on this earth so fascinating.  One big thing can spawn so many little things.  A big 

change on earth was introduced when the Coin was developed.  It was a portable source of trade that  

revolutionized commerce.  Without the coin and the paper money that followed we would still be bartering for 

goods and services.  Imagine taking three geese, a goat and two dozen eggs over to Kohl's to trade for back to 

school clothes.  Coins were a big change.  But it also brought us coin stacking, the coin toss, coin rolling, 

piggy banks, coin collecting, spare change, "Pennies from Heaven" and "Brother can you spare a dime."  

None of these things has drastically altered the way we live or do business but they all add just a little bit more 

to our lives. 

 Christmas is when we remember the big change God made to our lives.  God sent us Jesus, and Jesus 

profoundly altered the entire world and completely changed our relationship with God.  We are no longer 

alone for Jesus is our advocate.  God altered the world because of his love for us.  Now, it's up to us to share 

that love with others.  We might not make big changes in the way the world works.  But because of God's love 

we make the changes that add so much more to life. 

 St. Paul has come a long way this past year.  We have a new pastor, renovations were done to the  

Narthex and Education wing.  We have shared our love of God and Christ to Big Brothers and Big Sisters at 

Trunk or Treat, shared with our neighborhood at Easter Fun Day.  Hosted twenty 4th-6th Graders at our first 

lock-In.  We have shared God's love during the Men's BBQ chicken dinner, the Mini-Dinner Celtic Christmas, 

making pumpkin pies for the South Side Mission, visiting our home bound members, making quilts for  

Lutheran World Relief, supporting our missionaries in the Central African Republic, and inviting Ready Care 

to use our facilities.  Those are just a few of the ways we at St. Paul have added to the wonderful change that 

God provided with the birth of his son Jesus. 

 I look forward toward another year of sharing God's saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ with 

the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Stuart Johnson 
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Pastorôs Dohleôs Office Hours: 
  

8:30 a.m. ï noon on Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

Fridayôs is his day off. 

Pastor is open for anyone to contact him at any time! 

Pastorôs Cell# 309-989-8264 

For devotions... http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.com (a repository of all the devotions he has written for about three years)   

For film & faith reflections... http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.com (written by Pastor Bill with Pastor Steve in Montana) 

ðððððððððð- 

Amieôs hours: 8 a.m. ï 4 p.m. Monday ï Friday  
 

Marshaôs hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday ï Friday  

http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.com
http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church  

December 19, 2011 Highlights 

 

Å Approved 2012 Church budget 
 

Å Approved 2012 Ready Care Contract with the added provision of Ready Care sweeping the floor and  

emptying their garbage every day. 
 

Å Church staff pay date was changed to the 27th of each month with the time sheets due by the 19th of 

each month. (starting in Jan., 2012) 
 

Å Approved the release of Bryan, Sarah, Corbin, Eve, and Gabriel Blanch from membership 
 

Å Approved the reinstatement of Amanda Hunt as a member of St. Paul 
 

Å Approved release of Marion Sprenger from membership 
 

Å Church Council members formed 3 teams: Mission/Vision, Publicity and Partnership 
 

Å Approved the request of $4000 from His Helping Hands for the purchase of materials to begin  

development of an outreach center in the South Side of Peoria 
 

Å Received a Thank-You from Pastor Dohle for the gift cards given to him by Council for Pastor  

Appreciation Month 
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À Christian Symbols À 
  

ñEcce Agnus Deiò  
 

 

Latin for ñBehold, the Lamb of 

God,ò this is the phrase John the 

Baptist used twice to point out 

Jesus to others (John 1:29, 36). 

It marks Jesusô Epiphany 

(manifestation, revelation) as 

the Anointed One (Christ,  

Messiah).  

The St. Paul  

Semi-Annual 

Potluck & Meeting  

will be Sunday  

January 29 th  

in the Bischoff room  

The potluck lunch  

will begin at 12:15 pm  

Please bring a side dish and 

a salad or dessert to share.  

Drinks will be provided  

The meeting will follow  

the lunch at 1:00 pm.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

December 19, 2011 Report 

 

The High School group did a wonderful job this year on the coat check for the mini dinner.  They made about 

$150 dollarséwoohoo! 

 

Our 4th-6th grade youth had a fundraiser on December 11, 2011 at the Shoppes at Grand Prairie.  They made 

$111 on the rocking horse.  It was a beautiful day.  They sang Christmas carolôs and had a great time.  While 

one of our church members, Carol Frietsch, was in a store looking around, the workers gave our young people 

a nice complement. 

 

Mid-week is going well.  This Wednesday, December 21st, we will be going caroling around the  

neighborhood, if you would like to join us, please do.  We will start eating at 5pm and then go caroling at 

6pm. It is sure to be a great time!! 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is an amazing church and I am so proud to be a representative 

of this congregation.  Our youth are also blessed to have such a wonderful support  

system behind themé.I canôt say  Thank You enough, but I will keep reminding this 

congregation how wonderful you all are!!!   Have a wonderful Holiday!!! 
 

Amie M. Hester 
 

I will walk by FAITH, even when I can not see, 

because this broken road prepares your will for meé.lyrics from Jeremy Camp 
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Worship Service Attendance 

 8:30 am 11:00 am 

December    4 50 65 

December    7 10:00 am Advent 14 

December   11 55 60 

December   14 7:00 pm Advent 26 

December   18 10 am Childrenôs  113 

December   21 10:00 am Advent 26 

December   24 7:00 pm  195 

December   25 10:00 am 41 

 



 

 

Conference Wide Young Adult Meeting January 22nd 6-8 p.m. 
 

ñFood Oriented ò 
  

The new Peoria Area Lutheran Young Adult group is open to post-high school through mid 20ôs  

and is sponsored by ELCA congregation in our Northern Conference. 
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4th ï 6th Graderséand all who  

are a part of our group!! 
 

Our youth group had a great December, including a fun fundraiser at the Rocking Horse!  Thanks to Jeff  

Stevens, Amie Hester, and everyone who attended!  That was awesome!  Hereôs a sampling for Januaryé 
 

January 11thé 5:00 ï 7:00é Warming the Bones!  Itôs time to dance!   

We have the services of a disc jockey and weôre planning a crazy night of dancing  

for everyone!  Come, enjoy a bowl of soup, and get your moves on. 

ññññññññññññññññ 

January 22nd: 2:45 ï 4:45 pm 

Winter Fun Day!  
 

What to bring:  Friends + $10.00 per person + WARM clothes! (Gloves, hat, etc) 

Whatôll we do?:  It dependsé If we have snow, weôll be going sledding.  If we donôt have snowé weôll be 

going ice skating!  Either way prepare for a fun, fun time! 

NOTE: Weôll need a few parents to be on stand-by for driving for this event! 
ññññññññññññññññ 

Coming Sooné 

We are right now planning a big trip this summer for our youth group.  Stay tuned 

for more info.  Hope to see you this January!!  

Northern Conference Crossways Meets at 3:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoons (Bischoff Room) 
 

Join us as we explore the big picture of the Bible, and hear Godôs Word for us.  We are 

currently in the New Testament with Unit 5 on the Gospels.  Pastor Jill Flynn is leading 

this unit.  Come join in growing in faith as we share in Godôs Word together!   

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS WERE DONATED BY:  
 

Kyle Burkholder 

Mary Coffey 

Dick & Kathy Floria 

Bill & Pat Gould 

Glenn & Nina Marquart 

Ray & Linda Simmons 

Al & Kathy Tyre 

Susan VanMoorlehem 


