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m Dear Friends in Christ,
- ﬁ Welcome to the year 2012!!

Its scary sometimes writing that. Thinking of the years that broug
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. wonders God has in store for us on the road ahead!

New Years has always been a renewing holiday for me, a chance to look back at
and ponder, while looking ahead at the same time in anticipation. | think of what |
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my road ahead.

It was New Years Day, some twetttyee years ago, that | decided to come out of
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decided to cut my hair, put my book away, and start talking and meeting and livif

was a huge change for me! And | change | never regretted. When | graduated in
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years prior.

New Years gives me a good excuse to do some housecleaning and begin a ch
change that will change life.
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Resolutions, few people talk about corporate change. Changes that happe
individually, but together. As hard as it is for individuals to change, it is even har(
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groups of people to change together. It takes a movement of the Holy Spirit often tc

move a group from thinking one thing to thinking another. And even then, someq
always left out.
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This year, all year, you are going to see the same church devotional in the newsle
will be printed and distributed with our Portals of Prayer and used at our Bible Stud
will even occasionally show up in church discussions, as perhaps an announcemer
encouraging us to think deeper on this one passage of Scripture. That one pas
from 1 Peter 3:1318. We encourage you to read it once, maybe twice, and the
consider the questions below it. These questions will encourage you to think abo
passage and its meaning for you and your life. Then pray the prayer at the end
devotional and continue your study or your day.
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passage, compounded by the number of us reading and studying it, may lead
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directions we never thought possible or plausible now. It may encourage us to reach ot
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may pry our hearts open more to God and to our neighbors around us. It may d
new lenses to see the world around us. It may comfort us.
But whatever it does, this passage will do it to us together. This little change in th
we start our Circles. In the way we begin our Council meetings. In the w{
individually start our quiet time with God. These little changes will add up to soms
big when compounded with the power of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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we change our hearts together.
In Christ,
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January 2012 Worship Schedule

8:30 AM January 1* January 8 January 15* January 22 January 29

Worship . , One Service
Deacon One Service 10ampn  Sam Kahl Lisa Snyder Mark Guy 10am
Lector Bev Karstenselp  Jackie Righter Molly Guy

Communion*

Kyle Burkholder

Assistant

Altar . )
Ministry Eileen Setti

Ray & Linda
Counters Roger & Mary Simmons Roger & Mary
Conrad . _ Conrad
Melissa Gramlich
Greeters Kyle Kyle Burkholder | Kyle Burkholder
Burkholder
Ushers Mark Guy & Gerry Bloom

Communion is served the 1st & 3rd Sunday of every month at the 8:30am Service & the 2nd & 4th at the 11:00am Servig

e.

11:00 AM January 1* January 8* January 15 January 22* | January 29
; - Bruce Mathis & .
. One Service 10 am  joel Christian One Service
Worship Roxanne Lastorig Family Larry & Marry Penny Post 10am Stuart
Assistants . C Hanson Freeman :
& Pam Connell | *Ben Christian *Jervon Hester Johnson Family]
- Rachel . . .
Acolyte William D Dohle L Zack Rocke Maggie Mathis | Timothy Johnson
Christian
. . Penny Post Jeff & Jana Stevens ~ Sam Kahl Larry Hansen
Teri Chamberlain Freeman : : .
Counters . Bethany Kahi Brian & Jodi Scott & Cindy
Sam Kahl Alan & Cindy
Anderson Sharp Lee
McLouth
Greeters Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen Mary Ehlen
For Blessing | For Celebrationy To the Glory of Gogl In Celebration of| In Memory of My
Altar Received of our two song  In Memory of Jeremy & Mary Parents,
Flowers Penny Post Glen&Mark |[Thado ATHgd OBirtﬁd%ly% g d Shirley Brownell
Freeman Bill & Pat on his Birthday Roger & Mar
Gould January 17 9 y

Conrad's

ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:

If you cannot serve on the assigned date, you are responsible for finding a replacem

and notifying the Church secretary no later than Thursday morning by 9:00 a.m. so the bulletin reflects the change.
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Chnreh Devotigg, - 2012

Step #1: Readld® 1 Peter 3:13
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right
bl essed. ADo not fear their threats; do not

you ar
be

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you haje. But

this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously &
good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of t he¢g
good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to |
to God.

Step #2: Ask Yourself and others...
Did a specific passage stand out for you?
What did it speak to you?
What action could it lead to?

Step #3: Pray
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ir
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Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that you sent your Son to suffer once for our sins. Open oJr eyes

your Word made flesh, that we might discern through the Holy Spirit what is your good and preferre
for us at St. Paul Lutheran Church, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We encourage you to read this once, maybe twice, and then to consider the questions below
guestions will encourage you to think about this passage and its meaning for you and your life. The
prayer at the end of the devotional and continue your study or your day.

It may not seem | i ke muché but the Holy Spir
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pray t
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by the number of us reading and studying it, may lead us in directions we never thought possible orfplausit

now. It may encourage us to reach out a | itt
confront us. It may pry our hearts open more to God and to our neighbors around us. It may giv
lenses to see the world around us. It may comfort us.

But whatever it does, this passage will do it to us together. This little change in the way we start ou
In the way we begin our Council meetings. In the way we individually start our quiet time with God.
little changes will add up to something big when compounded with the power of God in Christ Je
Lord.
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Soé join with me on this grand adventure as WwWe e

together.




Pastor's Council Repor?

Pastor Dohle
December 19, 2011 Report

Before the Reporté

oWhen the Lord brought back the captives tof| Zi
mout hs were filled with | aughter and o42rHowlauedue s
you responded to what God has done and continues to do amongst us here? Is it with laughter
and songs of joy? Or has your response been more reserved?
| 6m currentl!l yé
A Visiting every shut -in with a gift from the church and communion.
A Continuing the journey of study with our Sunday morning Bible studiers.
A Finishing our small Wednesday Advent study on the Journeys of Mary and Joseph.
A Finishing Advent services that have run each Wednesday.
A Recovering from a great turnout at our 4 t & 6t grade Christmas Party Event.
A Along with Pastor Elise from Salem and Amie Hester, serving on the planning
committee for our young adult ministry in this Conference.
Soon | will beé
A officiating at Christmas Servicesé One o C
Christmas Day (10am). And one New Year ods |[Day
A Preparing a sermon series on The Lordoés Pirfaye
Epiphany.
A Pl anning summer activities for our youthébloth
A Preparing to take some vacation time the week after Christmas (Dec. 26 -3 1) é lll ut
planning to be back into church on Jan. 1.
A Preparing to attend conference -wi de Mi ssion conference onfJar

others to join.

Fastor W

From Pastor, Amie & Marsha




President’s Counci] Repor?

December 19, 2011 Report

December brings us closer to the end of the year which always spawns an unending list of
review" articles and lists. | found one such list that recounted new world records set in 2011.

There are world records for things | could not have thought of in a hundred years. One nejv wi
record set in 2011 is how many coins you can balance on a dime. Yep, how many coins can you gdut ol
thin dime. The record stands at 3,561 coins. Quite impressive don't you think. It took eight hours fpr a

Matt Davis to stack 3,561 coins on top of one dime.

None of these things has drastically altered the way we live or do business but they all add just a littl
to our lives.

profoundly altered the entire world and completely changed our relationship with God. We are ng lor
alone for Jesus is our advocate. God altered the world because of his love for us. Now, it's up to Up to
that love with others. We might not make big changes in the way the world works. But because of Gpd's

we make the changes that add so much more to life.
St. Paul has come a long way this past year. We have a new pastor, renovations were dgne 1
Narthex and Education wing. We have shared our love of God and Christ to Big Brothers and Big j‘iste
Trunk or Treat, shared with our neighborhood at Easter Fun Day. Hosted tWesityGtaders at our fir
lock-In. We have shared God's love during the Men's BBQ chicken dinner, th®Mirer Celtic Christmag,
making pumpkin pies for the South Side Mission, visiting our home bound members, making quIts
Lutheran World Relief, supporting our missionaries in the Central African Republic, and inviting Reagly C
to use our facilities. Those are just a few of the ways we at St. Paul have added to the wonderful cijang
God provided with the birth of his son Jesus.
| look forward toward another year of sharing God's saving grace through our Lord Jesus CHyist \
the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Stuart Johnson

Pastorés Dohl ebdés Office Hlou

8:30 a.m.i noon on Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
1:007 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
Fridayods is his day off
Pastor is open for anyone to contact him at any time!

Pai(‘)r's A
Office Hours Pastor 6s-9898264 # 309
For devotions. http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.caarepository of all the devotions he has written for about three yearf)

For film & faith reflections.. http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.cositten by Pastor Bill with Pastor Steve in Montarjg)
00000060000 -
A mi_édduss: 8 a.m.i 4 p.m. Mondayi Friday

Ma r s theufs:s3:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Mondayi Friday



http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.com
http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.com

Conncil Hiohligh?S

St.Paul Lutheran Church
December 19, 2011 Highlights

A Approved 2012 Church budget

A Approved 2012 Ready Care Contract with the added provision of Ready Care sweeping the flogr and
emptying their garbage every day.

A Church staff pay date was changed to tH&%ach month with the time sheets due by tH2df9
each month. (starting in Jan., 2012)

A Approved the release of Bryan, Sarah, Corbin, Eve, and Gabriel Blanch from membership
A Approved the reinstatement of Amanda Hunt as a member of St. Paul

A Approved release of Marion Sprenger from membership

A Church Council members formed 3 teams: Mission/Vision, Publicity and Partnership

A Approved the request of $4000 from His Helping Hands for the purchase of materials to begin
development of an outreach center in the South Side of Peoria

A Received a Thankou from Pastor Dohle for the gift cards given to him by Council for Pastor
Appreciation Month

The potluck lunch

The St. Paul _ _
Semi-Annual will begln at 1.2:15. pm
Potluck & Meeting Please bring a side dish and
will be Sunday a salad or dessert to share.

Drinks will be provided
The meeting will follow
the lunch at 1:00 pm.

January 29 "
in the Bischoff room

A Christian Symbols A
AEcce Agnus Dei

Latin for ABeh
God, 0 this 1is
Baptist used twice to point ou
Jesus to others (John 1:29, 36
|t mar ks Jes
(manifestation, revelation) aj
the Anointed One (Christ,
Messiah).

“l suspected it was done that way.”




DYEM Council Repor?

December 19, 2011 Report

The High School group did a wonderful job this year on the coat check for the mini dinner. They mafle abot

$150 doll arséwoohoo!

Our 4"-6" grade youth had a fundraiser on December 11, 2011 at the Shoppes at Grand Prairie. Tfey mz
$111 on the rocking horse. It was a beautifnu.'l C
u

one of our church members, Carol Frietsch, was in a store looking around, the workers gave our yo
a nice complement.

g peo

Mid-week is going well. This Wednesday, Decembef', 2de will be going caroling around tn)e
ling a

neighborhood, if you would like to join us, please do. We will start eating at 5pm and then go ca
6pm. It is sure to be a great time!!

St. Paul Lutheran Church is an amazing church and | am so proud to be a representatg()e

of this congregation. Our youth are also blessed to have such a wonderful sup

rt

system behind themé. | canot say Thanlk Y

congregation how wonderful you all are!'! Have a wonderful Holiday!!!

Amie M. Hester

| will walk by FAITH, even when | can not see,
because this broken road prepares your

) ) s e ,57
Worship Service Attendance ~— ¢ . .
8:30 am 11:00 am ; 742N
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December 4 50 65
December 7 | 10:00 am Adven 14

December 11 55 60 g

e

December 1810 am CH 113 o6 s

December 21| 10:00 am Adven 26

December 25 10:00 am 41 After 393 years of wandering
in the desert, Mrs. Moses sechetly

December 14| 7:00 pm Advent 26
December 24 7:00 pm 195 \ / X SN ===
dsks for ditectiens




Mi6"Graderséand all who
are a part of our group!!

Our youth group had a great December, including a fun fundraiser at the Rocking Horse! Thanks to Je
Stevens, Amie Hester, and everyone who attended!
January 11"é 5:1@:006 War ming the Bones! | t 6
We have the services of a disc jockey &

for everyone! Come, enjoy a bowl of soup, and get your moves on.

AANANAAAAAARARAARARARAMGDNM
January 22" 2:457 4:45 pm
Winter Fun Day!

What to bring: Friends + $10.00 per person + WARM clothes! (Gloves, hat, etc)

What 61l we do?: It dependsé | f we have snow, w
going ice skating! Either way prepare for a fun, fun time!
NOTE: Weol I need a ftbhefordryiagfoethitsewvent o be on stand
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Coming Soonée
We are right now planning a big trip this summer for our youth group. Stay tunec
for more info. Hope to see you this January!!

Conference Wide Young Adult Meeting January 2 6-8 p.m.
AFood Oriented 0

The new Peoria Area Lutheran Young Adult group isopentoposhi gh school throuc
and is sponsored by ELCA congregation in our Northern Conference.

Northern Conference Crossways Meets at 3:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoons (Bischoff Room)

Join us as we explore the big picture o
- CROSSWAYS currently in the New Testament with Unit 5 on the Gospels. Pastor Jill Flynn is leading
: this unit. Come join in growing in fai:

et
ET CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS WERE DONATED BY:
-

¥

Kyle Burkholder
Mary Coffey
Dick & Kathy Floria
Bill & Pat Gould
Glenn & Nina Marquart
Ray & Linda Simmons
Al & Kathy Tyre
Susan VanMoorlehem
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