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ñEnter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.ò  

Psalm 95:2 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

ñThank youéò How often we hear these words.  In my family, 

growing up, we were taught to thank people for EVERYTHING.  It 

became so ingrained in us that I fear sometimes Iôm not thanking 

people enough for all they do for me. 

  Thanking people has become a part of who we are as Americans too.  Each year 

at this time of year we pause as a nation and give thanks for all the blessings we 

enjoy.  In a tradition that started with a group of pilgrims after the worst winter of 

their lives, we too pause around our table and give thanks to God for all his  

blessings. 

  It has been my tradition to publically thank God for the blessings I have  

experienced in and through other people, though each year I fear that I will miss 

someone.  I fear that someone who hid somewhere in the background might go  

unthanked, their feelings subsequently hurt, and the good I thought I would do in 

expressing my thanksgiving lost all for a simple moment of forgetfulness.  So this 

year may I start a new tradition and choose a few groups of people that have done 

exceptional work, knowing that there will always be someone that Iôm forgetting. 

How do we pray our thanks to God?  Welléwe start with the simple phraseé 

ñThank you God foréò 

Marsha and Amieé Lord, you know how much they do in front of others and 

behind the scenes.  You know how they work for your kingdom.  Bless the 

work of their hands.  Thank you for the ministry that they do in your name. 

Steve, Don, Roger and Gerryé These, your servants, tend and care for our 

church.  We pray your blessing upon their work that they might know that 

they are working for your kingdomôs sake. 

Stuart Johnson and all our church council membersé Thank you for the  

willingness to serve that you have planted in their lives.  Lord, give them a 

vision of your future plan for St. Paul.  Guide their decisions with wisdom 

through your Holy Spirit. 

Sam Kahl and Joel Petersoné These servants work with the numbers of your 

church and keep it running from the inside.  We thank you for their service 

and their work.  Strengthen them in their tasks. 

The leaders of our men and womenôs groups.  Lord we thank you for raising up 

such leaders who will challenge us into the future.  We pray you would fill 

their minds with ideas of grace that your ministry might continue here 

through their labor. 

For our musical leadersé for our band and our organistsé Lord, I thank you 

for their service.  Thank you for their music that helps our music rise to 

you.  May you bless them as they continue to worship and praise you! 

Finally, Lord, I thank you for my familyé for my dear wife and children who 

have come on this grand leap of faith with me, have kept me sane, focused, 

and most of all have loved me through it all.  Thank you for the gift of their 

presence in my life! 
 

So much for a few groups chosen!  Thereôs always so much more thankfulness 

than you can possibly express. 
 

May your songs of thankfulness and praise rise up to God this season in full 

view of all that God has done for you! 
 

In Christ, 

Give 

Thanks 
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8:30 AM  November 6*  November 13 November 20* November 27 

Worship  
Deacon  

Sam Kahl Mark Guy Joel Peterson Lisa Snyder 

Lector  Vivian Pfeifer Bev Karstensen Linda Simmons Lisa Snyder 

Communion*  
Assistant  

Sam Kahl 

Kyle Burkholder 
 

Joel Peterson 

Sam Kahl 
 

Altar  
Ministry  

Eileen Setti  Lisa Snyder  

Counters  

Floyd & Margaret 

Rademaker 

Mary Ehlen 

Roger & Mary 

Conrad 

Ray & Linda  

Simmons 

Melissa Gramlich 

Mike & Julia 

Coffman 

Carol Frietsch 

Greeters  Gerry & Sally Bloom Gerry & Sally Bloom Mark & Molly Guy Mark & Molly Guy 

Ushers       Bill Gould, Lisa Snyder 

Communion is served the 1st & 3rd Sunday of every month at the 8:30am Service & the 2nd & 4th at the 11:00am Service. 

11:00 AM  November 6 November 13* November 20 November 27* 

Worship  

Assistants  

*Com. Asst.  

Bruce Mathis 

Beth Kahl-Anderson 

Larry/Mary Hansen 

Daniel Hansen 

*Kenzie McLouth 

Eileen Cunningham 

Penny Post-Freeman 

The Joel Christian 

Family 

*Elizabeth Christian 

Acolyte  Timothy Johnson Quincy Johnson Grace Godby Ben Christian 

Counters  

Penny Post-Freeman 

Alan & Cindy 

McLouth 

Teri Chamberlain 

Sam Kahl 

Larry Hansen 

Scott & Cindy Lee 

Jeff & Jana  

Stevens 

Bethany  

Kahl-Anderson 

Greeters  Elisa Demanes Elisa Demanes Marcy Bretsch Marcy Bretsch 

 

Altar  

Flowers  

In Memory of  

Cindyôs Dad  

Keith Altenhofen 

Joel & Cindy  

Peterson 

In Celebration of 

Keeton Bloomôs  

Baptism 

Jon & Melissa  

Gramlich 

 

For All the 

Blessing  

Received 

Mary Coffey 

In Honor of Nickôs 25th 

Birthday The Conradôs 

 

 

In Loving Memory  

of our Parents  

Tesla & Fae Simmons, 

Walter & Rilma Kratzer 

Ray & Linda Simmons 

In celebration  

of her Dad 

 Russell Waughopôs 

101st Birthday on 

Dec. 2nd 

Mary Coffey 
ððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

In Celebration of  

Troy & Barb Wertz 

Anniversary 

Don & Sandy Wertz 

Flowers Thanksgiving Eve 23rd:  In Celebration of our Daughterôs Birthday: Wendy Smith - Nov. 11th 

                     Lisa Snyder - Nov. 29th   Bill & Pat Gould 

Thanksgiving 

Eve  23* 

7:00 pm 

Worship Deacon Lector Acolyte 
Communion 

Asst. 
Altar Ministry  

Stuart Johnson Lisa Snyder Quincy Johnson Stuart Johnson 
Sally Bloom 

Molly Guy 

November 2011 Worship Schedule 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Dohle 

October 17, 2011 Council Report 
 

 

Before the Reporté 

òThe first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ôWe have found the 

Messiahõé And he brought him to Jesus.ó (John 2:41-42).  We too are compelled to bring others 

to òsee Jesusóé to experience Godõs grace and love in worship, to gather together in service to 

our community and to the world, and to invite our friends to join us in becoming disciples of 

Christ.  The church itself grows by such actions.  

 

Iõm currentlyé 

Å Finishing a series of three weddings that began the end of September and has extended 

to the middle of October.  

Å Visiting with members who have gone into the hospital and who need pastoral care.  

Å Continuing the journey of study with our Sunday morning Bible studiers.  Designing 

ways that we might integrate the adults and the youth for a series in Advent.  

Å Now leading a group of ten or so adults in a study that calls us deeper into discipleship 

while at the same time exploring ways to make such discussions interesting and  

engaging for others not involved in the group.  

Å Continuing our youth group for 4 th  ð 6th  graders that has included a gathering of games 

and a trip to the corn museum.  

Å Finishing up a sermon series that has featured Jonah and his response to Godõs call. 

Å Teaching my portion of the First Communion class with our three first -communicants.  

Å Organizing our confirmation class in service to the church, in leadership in worship, and 

in conversation around this years curriculum.  

 

Soon I will beé 

Å Planning our grand celebration for Re -Formation Day on October 30.  
Å Working with many in our congregation who have special talents to find opportunities to 

use those talents in service to others.  
Å Planning and leading our 4 th  ð 6th  graders in their very first lock -in at St. Paul in November.   
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Presidents Report 

October 17, 2011 
 

 What are you good at?  Itôs a simple question that can be difficult for some to answer.  It is easy for me 

to tell you what Iôm bad at.  I canôt sing.  I canôt play a musical instrument; Iôm not good at baseball, or  

basketball.  I can list my faults pretty easily.  Sometimes we all can list our faults easier than we can list our 

strengths.  Why is that? 
 

 Could it be that we get so used to doing what we excel at that it just becomes normal to us?  It  

becomes part of our natural being that we donôt even think about it, we can do it out of reflex. 
 

 This reminds me of some verses from the Bible: 1 Corinthians 12: 18-21 
 

 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it.  19 How 

strange a body would be if it had only one part!  20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.  21 The eye 

can never say to the hand, ñI donôt need you.ò  The head canôt say to the feet, ñI donôt need you.ò 
 

 The most common interpretation of this passage is that everyone contributes as a functioning part of 

the body of Christ.  We are all given different skills and talents that work in conjunction with all the other 

skills and talents that people have.  So that in total we make up a functioning body of Christ able to take on 

any task. 
 

 The neat thing about this is that each body part excels at its function.  The foot excels at standing and 

walking.  Does the foot feel that this is exceptional?  Nope, itôs what the foot was designed to do.  It is natural 

to the foot to be down moving the body from place to place. 
 

 So what is St. Paul so good at that we donôt even realize it?  We are exceptional at hosting.  And I 

have proof, each year we host the LMM Chicken BBQ Dinner, The Mini-Dinner, Easter Fun Day, Trunk or 

Treat, the Connie Suddeth Blood Drive, Vacation Bible School, Concerts, and we have been hosting Ready 

Care since the beginning of the year.  In the past there have even been huge German pancake dinners.   

Hosting is one of the things we do best at St. Paul.  Hosting is part of our history and culture; it is something 

that feels natural for us to do.  We have been blessed with the facilities, the land, and the talented people to 

express Godôs love for others by inviting them to St. Paul and taking care of them for a bit. 
 

 As we explore the neighborhood around St. Paul, we will look for those opportunities where we can 

bring the strength of St. Paul to meet a need.  We will let our hosting ability show Godôs love which in turn 

will let us share the message of Christôs saving grace to our neighbors.  Just like a foot we should do the 

things that we are best suited to do. 
 

 Take some time to think about our hosting abilities and see if you think that it is true.  We can find that 

being a foot is pretty cool when we take the time to think about it. 
 

 More than ever: Godôs work, our hands. 
 

Stuart Johnson 
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Pastorôs Dohleôs Office Hours: 
  

8:30 a.m. ï noon on Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 

1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

Fridayôs is his day off. 

Pastor is open for anyone to contact him at any time! 

Pastorôs Cell# 309-989-8264 

For devotions... http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.com (a repository of all the devotions he has written for about three years)   

For film & faith reflections... http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.com (written by Pastor Bill with Pastor Steve in Montana) 

ðððððððððð- 

Amieôs hours: 8 a.m. ï 4 p.m. Monday ï Friday  
 

Marshaôs hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday ï Friday  

http://dohlesdevos.blogspot.com
http://seenthatmovie.wordpress.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Highlights 

October 17, 2011 

 

Å Church Council Retreat will be Saturday, Nov. 5, 2011 at the church from 9 - 12 noon 

 

Å Discussion of 2012 Church Budget - vote in December 

 

Å Will join together with other ELCA churches to purchase a newspaper ad to promote holiday  

services - Pastor Wayne from First English is contact 

 

Å Fall Clean-Up Day(s) will be Nov. 27 - Dec. 3, 2011 

 

Å Accepted the transfer of Jackie Righter from Grace and Peace Lutheran Church back to St. Paul 

 

Å Discussed overview of census data from neighborhoods around St. Paul 

 

Å October 26. 2011 will be Trunk-or-Treat, partnering with Big Brothers, Big Sisters 

 

Å Received thank-youôs from Lutheran Social Services and Lutheran Hillside Village for monetary 

contributions 
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À Christian Symbols À 
  

Cornucopia  

 
Cornucopia, a Greek word  

meaning ñhorn of plenty,ò has 

origins in Greek mythology.  But 

the cornucopia became a religious 

symbol and was even stamped on 

Jewish coins.  Overflowing horns, 

now common as Thanksgiving 

centerpieces, came to symbolize 

abundance and blessings.  

Council Retreat will be Saturday, November 5 th  from  

9:00 am - Noon in the Youth Room.   

Please plan on attending. 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE - Get December newsletter items to Marsha by November 11th, 

due to the upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday.  Any late items may not make it in.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of Youth and Educational Ministries 

October 17, 2011 

 

We had several youth go shopping for the Food Barrel.  They had a great time and purchased so much food, 

that the South Side Mission had to come and pick it up!! HORRAY!! 
 

Our 2nd annual Chili Cook-off was another success!!  We had about 12 chiliôs to choose from.  After all the 

beans were counted, Mrs. Dohle had the winning Chili!!  Thanks to everyone that came out and made this 

evening fun!! 
 

We also made about 12 blankets and gave them to the Childrenôs Home.  Thanks to Mrs. Marcy for  

organizing this event!! 
 

We hosted our first Young Adult meeting here last night. (October 16, 2011)  At the time this report was  

written, the meeting had not yet happened.  Please see the highlights for more information.  Thank you. 
 

Up Coming Events: 
 

October 26th, we will have our 2nd annual Trunk-or-Treat!!  We will also partner with Big Bothers, Big  

Sisters for the first time!!  Woohoo!  We are expecting about 20 youth from Big Brothers/Big Sisters, so we 

are in need of several congregation members to come and decorate their trunks.  We are also going to have 

some games, so plan on joining us for a night of fun and safe TRUNK-OR-TREATING!!!! 
 

Amie M. Hester 
 

I will walk by FAITH, even when I can not see,  

because this broken road prepares your will for meé.lyrics from Jeremy Camp 
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Worship Service Attendance 

 8:30 am 11:00 am 

October   2 53 45 

October   9 54 67 

October 16 51 53 

October 23 58 59 

 

Set Your Clocks Back  

November 6 th  



 

 

 

Sunday, November 6th  

Congratulation to the  

5th grade 1st Communion class: 
 

Mason Hill  

Zack Rocke-White  

Kate Setti  

Grace Stevens  
 

First Communion Sunday was October 30th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We remember the following people  

who have died since the last  

All Saints Celebration 

We remember them and celebrate  

their lives and their faith. 
 

Roger Lelm  7/25/1972 - 12/29/2010 

Gilbert Samuelson Jr.   1/26/1928 - 4/22/2011 

Charles Chamberlain 6/8/1934 - 4/30/2011 

Alma Reeves 9/4/1915 - 5/19/2011 

Margaret Arntz 9/28/1925 - 6/15/2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I want to thank everyone who sent cards and gave  

little goodies for Pastor Appreciation Month!   

You truly made me feel welcomed and appreciated! 

 

And thanks to Holly Johnson for the pictures you 

shared with us during the Jonah series and for Jervon 

Hester's acting as Jonah, not only in voice but also in 

person!  What talents God has showered down upon 

you both.  Thank you for sharing those talents with us 

this month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Neil Coffman & Leah Earleson were united in  

marriage October 1st.  Nealôs parents are Mike & Julia 

Coffman; Leahôs parents are Judy and the late Walt 

Earleson.  Their address is 6068 Rockwell Dr., Apt. 

201, Cedar Falls, IA 52402 

 

Wendy Crotz & Scott Smith were united in marriage 

October 15th.  Wendyôs |parents are Glen & Pat Gould; 

Scottôs parents are Stephen & Phyliss Smith.  The 

newlyweds address is 327 Randolph Ave., East  

Peoria, IL  61611.   

Godôs blessings to these two couples! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who contributed in many ways for 

our Lutheran World Relief projects.  We have shipped 

139 Quilts, 25 School Kits and 650 Bars of Soap.  Our 

door offering was $227.00.  The Christmas quilt for 

auction went to Carol Frietsch for a $30.00 donation.  

ñDa Bearsò throw went to Sally Bloom for a $76.00 

donation.  Gerry Bloom & Mark Guy delivered the 

projects to St. Johnôs Collection Center in  

Bloomington.  Our cost for shipping was $384.35.  

 

ñI am only one but still I am one  

I cannot do everything  

but still I can do somethingò 

 

You have all done so much! 

 

...Kathy Floria 
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St. Paul  

Prayer Chain Contacts:  

Cindy Lee at #635-9691 &  

Eileen Cunningham at #685-0720. 

 

 

 

Remember the  

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

 

 

 

 

The prayer shawls should be given to 

anyone who is in need of prayer, hope, 

comfort and the love of the St. Paul  

community of faith.  There is no charge 

for a shawl. 

We pray for the following  people of the congregation : 
 

Ludwig & Roberta Schmidt, Dick Floria, Doretta Godby,  
Pat Monroe, Roxanne Lastoria and  
Larry Hansenõs mother & father 

 

The family of Jeanne Standley (Pete Lichtenbergerõs sister) 
 

If you have someone for whom you would like prayers mentioned,  
please contact the Church Office.  

Ludwig Schmidt is now a resident at  

Toulon Rehabilitation Center.   

 

His address is Toulon RHCC,  

Highway 17 East, Box 249, Toulon, IL  61483 

We continue to keep Dick Floria in our prayers  

as he has returned to Rosewood Care Center and  

is recuperating from infections.  

May God grant him healing and strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for Roberta Schmidt, who is at Riverview, room #33, recovering from a fall.   

We pray for Doretta Godby who was admitted to Proctor on October 18th, for health concerns.   

We pray for Pat Monroe as he is undergoing health concerns.   

We pray for Roxanne Lastoria who is at home recovering from knee surgery. 

We pray for Pete Lichtenberger & his family on the passing of his sister Jeanne Standley October the 19th. 

                    May God grant them peace & comfort during this time of their loss. 
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ñMeeting Jesus ñ 
Bible Study  

will meet Thursday  
November 10

th
 at 9:00 am 

in the Heritage Room. 

Joanna Circle  
 

will meet Thursday 
November 3

rd
 - 7:15 p.m. 

at Cindy Leeôs 

Esther Circle  
 

will meet Wednesday  
November 16

th-
- 9:30 a.m. 

at Eileen Cunninghamôs 

The Peoria Womenôs Civic Federation meets Wednesday, November 16th 

(this is the 3rd Wednesday) from 8:00-11:00 am in the Bischoff room. 

  GEN-YS will meet on Tuesday, November 15th ,due to Thanksgiving, at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Youth Room.  Plans are for a movie (title unknown at this time), and then feast on  

home made soup and dessert at church in the youth room.  Come join us to ready our  

appetites for Thanksgiving.  Questions call Mary Ehlen 713-3013. 

       Men - Be sure to mark your calendars for the 1st Thursday of the  

       month, November 3rd for the LMM  Meeting in the Bischoff Room. 
 

All men are invited to our monthly meeting - bring another member of church with you.   

Joel Peterson will be cooking.   

Please see the ñMen in Missionò sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

 

ñWomen Thank Offering Sunday will be November 13th at both services. 

Envelopes will be distributed by ushers for donations.   

Each year, the funds received from this Sunday are used to  

benefit womenôs program of the ELCA. 

MEN & WOMEN IN FELLOWSHIP  

Billiards, Darts, Foosball, Ping Pong 

BYOB.  Soda and Brats will be provided. 
Bring a bag of chips and your favorite dip. 

Bears vs. Chargers on the big screen Sunday, Nov. 20 th 3 PM 

Quilting will meet Mondayôs November 7th & 21st from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Everyone welcome!  See Kathy Floria for more information. 
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You are welcome to the first ever 4 th  -  6th  grade lock - in!! 
 

When:   Friday, Nov. 18 th ... starting at 6pm... ending at noon on Nov. 19 th . 
 

Where?  We start at St. Paul... but will be traveling to the Grand Prairie Mall to help ring bells 

for the Salvation Army on Saturday morning.  
 

What can I bring??  Friends, pop, chips, your sleeping bag, a change of clothes, and the desire 

to have lots and LOTS of fun!  
 

What can't I bring?  Please leave electronics at home.  We've got enough here!  
 

What'll we do?  We start with some games, eat some food, play some more games and eat some 

more food.  Then we chill out in front of the big screen tv, sleep (some), wake up, have  

breakfast, and are met by our parents.  From the church we go to the mall to help out and 

serve our neighbors.  
 

What do my parents need to know?  Just this... Please be here at 9:30 am Saturday so we can 

take your cars to the mall.  You can take your child home from there after our service project.  
 

Come and have fun!  It's gonna be a BLAST!!  Woohoo!!  

 Combined Adult Study and Youth Class  

 Journey to Bethlehem  
 

November 20 th  - December 11th : The Sunday morning Adult Study will be  

joining the Youth Class in the youth room at 9:45 a.m. for a special seasonal 

study on the òJourney to Bethlehemó.  Join us for a truly intergenerational  

experience, walking in the footsteps of Jesus' parents to Bethlehem.  

 

Peoria Dining Tour Coupon Books  
Offered by The Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria Area 

 
 

 

 

Contact Carol Frietsch 693-6789 or Eileen Setti at 339-9635 



 

 

       Grand Day of Giving/Holiday Kick -Off:  

       Shoppes of Grand Prairie 

       November 12th 

 

If you are ready for the hustle and bustle of the holiday shopping, then come to the Shoppes at Grand Prairie 

on Saturday, November 12th from 4-6pm and donate canned goods, toys, new or like new coats and receive a 

wristband for discounts all over the Shoppes.  Then stay for the lighting of the tree, hot cocoa, cookies and  

pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus.  
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Conference Wide Young Adult Meeting 

November 6th 
 

We had our very first young adult meeting on October 16th, and it was a great start in  

building relationships with other college age individuals who want to make a difference, 

not only in their lives, but in a community.  All with God leading the way.  We will have 

our next meeting here (at St. Paul) November 6th from 6-8pm, in the Youth Room.  

Mark your calendars and plan on joining us for some food and fun. 

Ms. Amie will be out of the office  

Friday, November 4th thru Sunday, November 6th.   

She will be at our State Volleyball Tournament in Springfield. 

The Rocking Horse is Back!!! 
 

The Shoppes at Grand Prairie are offering groups to come and rock the horse...woohoo!! 

I have our High School group scheduled for Sunday, November 13th from 12 to 3pm and the 

4th-6th grade group scheduled for Sunday, December 11th, from 12 to 3pm.  Bring a friend or 

two.  This is a fun eventé and donôt forget to dress according to the weather. 
 

This is a great fundraiser and we get to keep all the profits.  So come ready to work with 

tons of excitement.  The more customers that come and ride the horse, the better it will be 

for our groups. 

Pies and Cookies éfor South Side Mission 
 

We will be making pumpkin pies on November 16th for our mid-week volunteer session. On 

Sunday, November 20th, we will make cookies for our Sunday Spark volunteer lesson.  We 

will deliver our pumpkin pies to the South Side Mission on November 23rd.  We will need 

drivers for that day. 
 

If you are interested in helping at one or both of these events, please see Ms. Amie or Ms. Marcy.  

Ringing the Bellsé. 
 

This will be the first time our youth group will Ring the Bells for Salvation Army.  I have  

Saturday, November 19th from 10am-4pm as our day to Ring the Bells.  We will be located at 

the Shoppes at Grand Prairie at the Bergnerôs Entrance.  More information will be in the  

bulletins for the exact location.  I will have the 1st-7th graders come from 10am-noon and high 

school youth ring from noon-4pm.  We will need adults to supervise and help ring the bells.   
 

This is a wonderful opportunity for any of our St. Paul members to give back to our community.  


